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Ogatan, a molded charcoal

Charcoal has been used by hurnan being as fuel from ancient
days. Tt is an excellent heating agent for broiling. Because, it
is proved that ,by the radiant heat emitted from charcoal, tasty
components of food increase keeping freshness of the raw ma-
terial.

Besides penuine charcoal made by carbonizing wood itself, ‘
Ogatan, a molded charcoal made from sawdust is also on the ° P 4
market. In addition to Ogatan, another kind of molded char- Lo T
coal, charcoal bricketis also available. This type of charcoal is" pgRUARR (FHER) AAERE LA
made from charcoal powder and adhesives such as starch.
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Ogatan is compatible with environment conservation

The raw material of Ogatan is sawdust from sawmills. The sawdust is dried and pressed
to yield a solid stick, Ogalite, a molded firewood. Ogatan, obtained by carbonizing Oga-
lite, is compatible with environment protection, because it is made [rom waste of forest
product (biomass).
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Various uses of Ogatan

Main use of Ogatan is fuel But, it is also
used in industries such as steel manufactur-
ing factory, steel tempering mill and carbon
disulfide plant as a reducing agent.

Another use of Ogatan is for agriculture. It
is effective to improve soil texture and is
approved as a soil improving agent. Ogatan
is also useful for purification of water.
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Manufacturing Methods of Ogatan
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The raw material of Ogatan is sawdust
or wood chip from sawmill. It is wood
itself, though shapes are varied.
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The raw material is screened and dried.
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The dried sawdust is pressed in a screw- .

press to yield a solid stick under heating.
No adhesives are necessary to make solid,
because some wood components (such as
hemicellulose) play a roll of adhesive un-
der high temnperature and presussure.
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The solid stick is carbonized in a kiln to
make Ogatan. There are two types of
Opgatan, soft type and hard type. The dif-
ference of the two types is based on the
extinguishing method at the end of the
carbonization. In the former, the carboni-
zation is stopped by choking air inlet and
outlet of the kiln. On the other hand,
in the latter, hot Ogatan is pulled out
from the kiln and then covered by a steel
box to extinguish fire (as shown in the
picture).
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